Radiographic evaluation of the effect of initial periodontal therapy on thickness of the maxillary sinus mucosa.
The thickness of the radiographic image of the maxillary sinus mucosa on intraoral radiographs was evaluated in 13 patients with advanced periodontal disease, prior to and 12 months following initial periodontal therapy. Before treatment, a relationship was observed between the thickness of the sinus mucosa and the mean probing depths of the teeth in the involved sextant. As many as 79% of the available sextants showed swelling of the mucosa prior to periodontal therapy, compared to only 17% after treatment. This report supports previous studies indicating that advanced periodontal disease may cause swelling of the maxillary sinus mucosa and that periodontal therapy will significantly reduce such swelling.